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Back in England, Romesh Dutt turned his efforts once
again to project the image of India before the British pub-
lic and to advocate the Indian cause. One of his first pub-
lic engagements was on the 15th July 1903 when at the
Westminster Palace Hotel he read a paper on the "Peasant
Proprietors of India." In the same month his letter to the
Mancltester Guwdian appeared in which he angrily com-
mented on the Government's decision that a part of the cost
of maintaining the army in South Africa should be paid by
India.
"What comments my countrymen will make on the
honesty of the present Government!" he exclaimed. "The
Government keeps 25,000 men in South Africa because it
is good training ground, and will charge India with a por-
tion of the cost because the army may be wanted in the
Indian North-Western Frontier. Has Imperialism come to
this? School boys in India will see through this trickery,
this endeavour to screen a crude injustice by means of
sophistry. Has, India asked for any help from the British
army within the last forty-five years? Has not India, on the
contrary^ lent her army to Great Britain in recent years, in
China and South Africa ? Should not England, in justice
and equity, pay a portion of the cost of the Indian army in-
stead of India paying a part of the expenses of the British
army?"
In November, Romesh Dutt addressed a series of meet-
ings in Lancashire on Indian subjects. Towards the end
of foe month, speaking in London on the "Tariff Question
in India," he said : "The young mill industry required pro-
tection for a time, just as England protected her own mill
industry in the early years of the nineteenth century, and
as the Colonies were protecting their rising industries. To

